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THB HISTORY &P
THE SAYYILLE PUBLIC SCHOOL SY¥STEM

- In 1784, this particular section af the “Nicoll Patent™.
later known as Sayville, was s6id to Willet$d CGreen sud Joha
Bewasrsds: the former zsking the west half e the latter tha
e&sﬁ“i

Saywillets first school was a Litile lpg-cabin, built
about 1790, in the eastera section of the settlenentaz
{ Historical datas does mot revsal hey this Jand site was
obtsined.) It was thosouihly rustic both inside and out since
it was built of , end even fuzaished with, the rough logs of
the tgfeesg which were cul down io make the elearingos The
sehoolhouse was about 14 X 16 feet. It had an eld-fashioned
firepiace and chimmey, The tescher's desk stood between the
fireplace end the door. The scats for the scholars were
made of slabs of wood stasding on legs inserted in the round

gide of the siab, the fiat side being up. The scholars desks

were sloping shelves sttached to the side of the building

i

Publiec School Directorv, Sayville, New York, Per the
School Year Commencing §g’tem%ex'gﬁ ;zié, { suffolk County
News, Sayviile, No¥,, 19227, pe 3.

2 .
“Sayviile Seniog, (Published by the Senior Clasg or
Sayvi11e£§3gi“ﬁﬁﬁooif Sayviile, N.¥., 1940), p. 7.
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upf beiween the see®s snd the side of <he room. The boys
toek turns 2t cutiiay the wond et the woodpile and kindling
the fire in the moening and keeping it going through the 447,
the girls in sweeping the roo@ aund kaepimg it tidy., OCaly
three scholars wery sllowed o ge to the ficve 29 wexm 2t ong
$ime; if the fougth wng foumd thers & er sha would very
iikely be punished.® { Refer to Plate 1.)

About the year L1820 this building was moved 9 land
dommted by Reuben Béwardg. This new treet of lazd was nearex
t¢ the viliage centerg south of the original scheal 3itea5
after five vyears, in 1835, a new building was erected in ite
plece. This new buiiding was a3 typicel ope-foom "littls res
schoolbouse”. It wue much roomier than the first one and was
heatyd by & luzge caszi-izonr stove insioad of a fii@pl%ﬁﬁaé
Toe clder pupils sat on besches buils aréwsﬂ thzee sides of
the one room, facing the wail. They bent over wide shoelway
brilt cut from ths wati. 7Those youmpez were in the next zow

and the zmellezt ehildren zset i a cizecle sround the stove.

43&?&6 Bdwards. Bdsay, “The Sayville 3chools®™, Savville
Public School Records, Sayville, N.¥., 18930, p. 1.
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Senior Class of Sayvilie High School, ops 2it.: 1.7 & &8s
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e tescherts desk wes 2t the heek of the coum and the pupils
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sat with thair basts o him wiie THEF WEOLSs

This schrolbouge smswared for memy years the double pus- .

pose of schonl bouns wud meeting houss for religions serviess,

Religiocus zervicas wmre held in the schoaihcuse b the Methoddist-

Eniscopals snd Comgrepniiongiists swiir 1848, wiep fhev g
“haiz owa ehuzahsiﬁ@
In sesearching this papsr, it ig interestimg %o nete

wer Sayvilie attnized its meme, Xm 1834, the citizens af the
gutitiement met to discuss the ali-impsriant guestion of giding
the settlement w name. Some declured for Bdwardewille, others
prefecred @eeepsvilie, while & thizd faction spoke for judéde
Pinaily, by way of 2 cospromise, tie bedy sgresd Gpen Savikie,
for the ses~coesst tows in Spefsz. the slerk sccordingly seny
the pams to Washimgton, bui he eithsr wsete it illsgibly. of

fmiled to gspall it correctiy, for visn the name was ragige

tered by the post office depariment it went dowa a3 “5ayvilia.”®

The Sayvilie $-hool wes iz gession £0r oniy three montas
a vear watil 1828, At this tise, vy {ind that the nuaber of

TR AT A OREA AT T

7 . : .
Ciar;§sa Eéwards, Bssay, Sabiciz-«~PFrom Baviy Higtony
of Bayville,Savvilie Fublic Recorda. Suyville, Ns¥e, 1608,
?n :3&!
8., : : - %
Bawagds, D.; Obe Tite, Fa 5o
gggplic School Dirmctoik, saywilis, Me¥s, Op« €ita, po Je

e P
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pupiin 3n Sspville had increnzed to suoh an extent thal i

. A%
 pgeniad B!’w@?ié‘:&i $o hize p IDECREY for @ ten month &@sﬁiﬂbﬁéi’”

Peaple were %%»a;ﬁtm‘i 9 the Saﬁi_m@. ares bucaues of

¢ é:m syster snd fiah oil indusiries, wich sceounted for the
. i ' ' '

mm ceass i pupil sapaiiwents
- Jeun Waod, 9 vorsg Wen of 19, was cagagsd iﬁ Ehe faael

of 1538 1o teszh & tén month gsgsion in the Jayrilis Zehoni,

He taught fox *he smw of $32 pex mopih and wanerded zowad .

- ’r}:.iéé was in mceordaace with the fusiizme ef tas day, which
ssapeiled 2 taacher 0 chenge hie doascding place every ff:'ﬁf{
dzys O Weiis, digtributing his patronage in propertion %@
thy nusbef of pupils eash family sent %o gchoc) .bd

My, Woud tawght in the Sayvilia Somand watdl 1339, Il
them embarked upom & carser ad & GiVil garvent for Suffoik

fauatyiholdiag the officen of Justizeg of the Peace, Posi~
) .

Mpater, Comtv Cletk sad County S’s;ﬂwﬁ&s%a Thig l=ui pes&%

53
&5

Le halid uatil his death i3 1%«%60 { 1% iz interesting fv
qote Phat no where in the tuwn of Ssyville is thems & gereed,

wuilding oF Bemotiad ign honor i tne sawary of Sayvilis‘n

10, . . L . o
senior Class of Ssyvilie Higk Sehesl, op- Giftes e Be
LlPubiic School Digeniory, Sayviil&, He¥o, OU- ChEuy Be &

1“"3@.??311@ Mourng=~Jchn Hood Daad™, Suffolk County mvsq
Decemb2r zaf 182G, .
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Firat schodl teagagr.)

By 1830 the emr 2oow 1itele xeﬂ zh@@lh@mg@ had besn PR

%ﬂ??@ﬁ*i# te twe roomm, snd la*%rg @Eﬁuiﬂ 38@@, a tu@«ntawy—
wiite {oawe bv:u«tﬁgnﬁ g eveet &‘i 28 This duilds mE "?3,4:4 Suz.&i»
sntgrown suf in 1873 twe Toomy were sidsd. Thres tapshers

waye now explioyed comstantly amﬁ 2 ‘@&f*h ﬁuzang *h@-eiﬂtef
wepihg,. The amounm? peid anouslly for te@ﬁﬁﬁxm §&3&$§l@ wa&

3
33

CBat awver the twe-ztery buwllding wee mot anfficient for

Sayvilie's na2eds for very iong. and in A8E8 11 was &bﬂnﬁ@ﬁ@ﬁai

the fall of 1882 thure were five teachers ad 3 new builﬁa_f‘-f

i:u-
-
3

img ot eight rooms, vhick was @rec@@& s@ & plet of groung
wWast of the centsr of the vﬁilag? %? JIene 1894 the builde’

ing was &vech@w%@a B B a&ﬁ&%i@a was built tha 29L;owxi;

)

eightéen class rooms. Thiz bwildigg served as the usie Soye

L
Tille school untdi 1920,

. Durisg the vearz pgier teo 1894 the gchoal was Inown asf. .

Tae Sarviile Graded Scheol snd its pupiis went te Pautchogos

1$Rﬁﬁc@@ C. Craft. Easay, "History end Frezsnt Siatus 5

of the Sayviila imise 3&b0¢3 Pictrict Ho. 4 Towm of Isiip, ™
Sayville, Nfi*ﬁ 1827, pal

3 $ Py ©
““Edwards, C., @pe viz.
is6

A‘-

B@ﬂication Bxercises @5 8%
vili¢ Press Inc., Sayviile, H.V.,

&li. Again in 1506 en sddition was added msking a totnl of

%ﬁnaaz Class i Sayville High Sehaalg GPe eit. . . B,
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19 toke R@gemta'ﬁﬁamingéﬁags ig erder €9 s%cure Pr@lini:nrg'j

Cactificates. In 1394, %ifler peincipsl George P Azmstreégy E

3¢ wss decided 29 make Savville Scheol g Unior Prew Seheol.
gi8 ©& plaece it undey Rﬁg@ﬁ:s'sﬁpez?isiam;ia anns L. Gresas
é%ﬂ the sole graduste im whe Thuss of 1893 sed holds idhe &iga
tinetion of having esrned the first Regents diplems swarded
i9

A% the time of ths white frame schoolhouse, childrenm
entered the primary depariment st the zge of five and re-
mained there until fen o until guffiﬁieafly advanced. Thav
then went “upstairz™ ans remmiced as icng as they'ﬁesired@ o
School attezndence was not compubsorv. U@stéirs théy took |
xeaﬁingg writing, grasmmaz, aigebra ané-mh&%evcx else the
teacher kanew, Ope of the residents in Sayville left this
achool et the age of sixtsen 2nd taught in Baliport the
foliowing yeut, At eighﬁemg ghe secured a position as a
teacher in the village of Sayville. She hed sixty papils
and received iwenity dollars & gquagrter for her services@zu

Having fulfilled the requirements fer admissiom to the .-

ﬁsnedicgﬁion Bxeccises of Sayville High Scheol, loc. ait.

19Senior Class of Sayville High School, ops ¢it., ps A3,

mxbiﬁgq p» 'ﬁ'&-

PUR PP

n b et ot 28 S e e e



R 3 3&"“"—*«}-.‘

'Emi?afsiﬁy af ﬁ&m Sixte of %ﬁw‘§ﬁwkg uy &m@&itu&iﬁg 2 faii
faux year scademic ﬁ@uxse amé” 5y sﬁp@l?iag ‘the AgeessaLy
“sguipsent, the ﬁa@*iii@ ?@?e@ PQ-@ $aﬁa§§ Bigtrict Bo. 4 - -

wae admifted to High Sonosl $%améiﬂg in Decesmet, 189&?%31 ;

ihe coursse @f stegly, as outlined by the atatgA§§ Hest

York, for the primaxy géaﬂea jnciuded the foiiﬁwiag:‘Spalliﬁsg

Mptues Study, Writing, ﬁf§w<ng. Bogllab Language amd Grammet, -

Musie, Geography, Hisiory sne Arishmetic. Umly with ihe ads

wviee and canaént of the ?rincipéi could thers be changes
wade in Lnis basic progeazm, The High Sebeol gurrieulus only
of fered these three soursds of study;Baglist Gl.ﬁ&rba&&g
Latin Scientific and College Preparatoxy. 32 .

As a student in the College Preperatdry coutse iz 1896,
one had to tackde such courses as Céﬁsax?s-Chaéemiafi@gf
Sailustts Cﬁtiiiﬁ@g‘ﬁﬂ@@fbfﬁ Orations aud ?irgii?3.ﬁcne£dazé

Teschers, ducing the latter part of the ninsteenth
ceatury apd early yeass of the twentieth ceniury, were obliged

¢a econform te these regulatiang.,

1. Habitual fsilurs te observe the s
Sayvilze Union Scheol, 1le Ne¥ 2 Course of Studsp

Nuies and Regghatiogs@ 1§96»ﬁ Suitolk Jounty News Print,
ims Pa 5&

‘?Ibado Pp. 12=13.

23 Xvid., p. 25,

~
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Folidiring raquirsments wilk be

£

snftizient ceugs fo ask. fec
your vesismtice. ‘
Sehagl Begins at 9 ofeleshk A,M.
and 330 B, You are eupecied
3@ e ix pour room vemdy faor
work e¥ 3:31 apd 1235,
Have ¥ous %k oo she blicke .
Coard veudy te bDagin when
3checl heginz. Your work &3 @
tencher will be 3mﬁ§$ﬁ in pagt
n the apcesrenes of the wogk
2 the boerd,
Whez sick zend & syilsbus of
the day’s work to the substi-
Tz, Includiag the lessons
to b agaigned, The teashsr
ar: the subztifute these-
ourihs of her reguiazr dail
TRES R . S
A% the close of easch mentk
place an the »ffice dpak 21l
the drawing papers of the pue-
nilz uzmd the papecz of ape
WTLTEen LeLunt in imy aublee®,
Do uo¥ drive naiis isie the
walis. Inspect deaks and books
frequentiv so that mo marks
wiill Iy made without pour kaowme
Uze corpegsld pumishamens iy by
the advice of the primedssl,
and then only en the piscs la-
vend«d by pature for sveh puge
omde and with 2 z24uff, rubber
tubing or whip apsroved by ke
primgpt;ia Beilure to chnerve
this or excesziwe punishmeni
®ay get vou into serious trou~
bis,
Do not abuse lhe pravilege of
keeping ehildren after school
oy keeping large numbers dajly,
of for too long 2 time.
XL you hawve letters fo write,

papers in tead of Loy work ast
related 20 sehool work, do it
outside of schoal bowvrs,

At reen e
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1%, & cowscizatious teather will 9o
ber wesk as thoroughly afier she
has facided pot e return for sne
&thex_?ear @s. before such Secisien.

13 T$ noard of edncation ciaims no

h%,%& contrel vour hours oute

e of sohovl; but it has s right

ta expect yav to ad disggs@ %

your time that vow mey be In ithe

best vayﬁ;CAa an& wWanvad cCmdi-

tiop Tor vour work. P

EW&

Une of the language cours@s effered in the High School,

ig the early years of the twenitleth century, was Gersan.

,‘:"*.

When the United States Porces Paaered the way in. S@urope im .
1957, this course was droppesd Fam the eurriculus avd Frems
25 '

The yesr 1937 was aleo the year thet Sayvilie High
Saikool fivst enteren inver-schojastie pthistie cangﬂ%iéiaﬁezé’
the Suffolk County Athlevic Assosifivien fosmes & basketball
lesgue gonsisting of ten teams, with five tesms in an
Bastern Hection apé five ieams im a Westsien S¥etlan. Sap~

was included in ibe Westernm Sectiosn, :

Zés 1iabug of Instruction for Tsachers, Saywilie, No¥.,
September, 1000, Sayvilie rublic Schoonl Records, bn. 18,

~ T
e o N B o e TS § »d
““As per pergonai sn¥smrview with C.?. Dickessen, Sayville

Yegident, Attended Sayviile High Schael dAuring ¥opld Wao I,

Y01 toyé Rona,Sr. tssay, “Ficst snyv iiie High Schoul
Basketball Team™, Sayvilis Public Schoel Recerds, 1917, p.li.
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Sayville’s team Gad ooly five pleyegs. HYaving no sube

3
i

diitutes, they could aei repiate injsred players. I tnin

k

gituation cecured during s pame, Sayville simply had to fore

€eit the game to the opponemts. They snisze had the distinc~
¢ion of Deing the oniy tews o ¢ie ieagué wilmoutl & Lodlh.
The games wer® nlayad in 2 wibile asuditerium, The
teem also praciiced in ibe sam: audivorius amd had 1o pay
fer the priviledge to do sc. Since tae aud it ium wag_nﬁt
eated, practice sessiops wers Infreguent becsdse of the

cold, The tesm members aisc fad ©to Supply theix own ubie

freme, To obtain monsy for ths unifoarms the team membors

Lol

‘held movie bDemefits in the local theater,™’

During the years between 1920 and 1928, two elementary
achanls were built zs welil as a2 Tupior-Seniof High Senoal,
he High School building has tne capacity for 600 pupils
and 2n auvditorium with a seating capacity for 700, large
gymussium, ampie classroows, Library, three scientific lab-
ratoriss, & ieciure room, art, musie, dramz.tic TOLHS, iunch
room, two study halls, complate comuercial depactment,

P A4 b1 0 e .8 € A3 AP

275 . )
Rohiy ©Pe Sitey Pele
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| teschers® rest room sud &mal@ @b@@&fs'aﬂé idenary, 26

Az lomg zx iheve kave bren gsagdls, in Saye;iieg the .-

. ﬁ%m&e&%s in them have provided tkemseivtﬁ with gome sert of

diversion and recrestisd. Inere was e atteémpt, bowever. T
inclede any sort of xerivity im the curriruiue of the Ssyville
gchools antil about 1833,

By 1922 an ides was growing. I¥ was expressed that as

“aduits Gevoie & iagge propurtion of thelr time to doimg, and '

i? our nation is ¢ take the place it should saong pations.

we wiai nive more sttention Yo this traimipg for doiag.” FoK

this reasci the foliowing coursss ena activivies were adied-

g the curriculuw. Manuel iraining for boys, home ecopomics

FE

rla, adesnced gubjects in wathewmatics, sciences, fog=

sede

Gr g

¢ign languages, commercial subjects. =echanical Arawing, frees.

hand drawing, music, Dramatic Clup, Commezcial Gluww, Liches-.

tra; pubiilse spezking sud debsting and more extensive HEORT AR

3
in invergseholastic afh1e$ies¢2$ The arganizetion of 2 kinder-

department was established in the Sayvilie Elementary schoals

in 1922 as wellﬁso

oo D e id

o

Dedication Bxercises of Sayviile High 3chool. op. 2als,

e e 1 g

LY
Senior Class of Seyville High School, ep. <it,, pe s

30 . 3 . L . - .
Dedication Bxexcises of Saywille High Scbool, op. ¢¥i.;
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Thig was the axtent of thé curriculum umii 1939, when
a Student Council, Marching Bend, Methesmiics saé Scieace
Ciube ware ﬁxganizeémzi '

Ne further cugriculium de%ﬁipp-enﬁa were institutes -
41 1962, A1 this ti=e, ﬂvfing=whi§h ¢tre United States was
8% war, & coursé éntitied Avionics Leirplane ideu@ificatioﬁb
wes mandatory for ald s;‘mden“cse_ﬁ_g

Pupil Perscnmel Secvices (Guldance apd Brycholezy
ilepartments), avtomotivwe, éi&ctxmaécs end regedinl veading
courses wWife incoiperated imto the Sayvilie 3chool system
about iﬁﬂdezg

4 vwilding voom occured ageisz in the years 39536, 1937
and 195i. During %hese yesrg tie new elementary schocls
and an ultra-modern Rign school werze built teo sncommodate
f#he increaserd enroliment in the Sayville School 1:3is1;r:i.r:t.,3""«é

e Sayville 3chool system lias uever heen a leader in -
develeping new ideas amé.ccncepts in education., 1ke com=

gunil cvends toward conservatism and acts only whel necesge

ary, 16t in anticipaticn. Tinis has heen their history

“senior Class of Sayville High Seuool, op. ciie, p. @D,
3 .
““As per interview with T. Wenk, Principal of S:vville
Higl Sthool, 1951 to present.

3 mia,
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"egyééiaii?:@heﬁ 1% comes e construttiuvg new buildings ang
biving of sEditional tenchers.

A% for keepisg pace with the medern trepds in educaiics,
the sysitem bas beewn negligent. Ovtdated and archajc methods
are still preveieut. Laizx is POSsibLY Sue o the adminig-
tratiogs fear of failure in deviatimg From the stringent
traditional path sad their veluctance to acceptiang new
methods even whew thev have been subjected to trial ami
erroy elsewheié, |

Aithough this is sy personal observation, I do mot feel
that Sayvillels fnﬁéra is hopeless. BMany of m% profess ionai
zolleapues and I fecd ooligerea to pursue new ideas and xeep
attuned ic modern developments in our educational fielid agd
not feel contewted that whet was good for our forefathers is

always the best for es toaay,
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